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Epheſians v. 14. 


Awake thou that lee peſe, and arife from the Dead, 
and Chriſt ſhall give thee light. 


KL» N diſcourſing on theſe words, I ſhall, with 
„ „ x the help of God, | 
I. Deſcribe the fleepers to whom they 


WE on Ra 

XXX ſpoken. | | 
II. Intorce the Exhortation, 4zvake thow 
that /leepeſt n and ariſe from the drad, Aud 
III. Explain the promiſe to ſuch as do awake and» 
* dit; Chrift /hall give thee light. — . 
I. 1. And firit, as to the fleepers here ſpoken to. 
By fleep is ſignified the natural ſtate of Man; that 
deep ſleep of the Soul into which the fin of Adam bath 
caſt all who ſpring from his Loins; that Supiveneſs 
Indolence and Stupidity, that Inſenſibility of his real 
condition, wherein every man comes into the wayld, 
and continues till the voice of God awakes him. | 
2. Now they that Sleepp Jeep in the night, The ſtate 79 

of nature is a ſtate of utter darkneſs; a ſtate wherein © 
Darkneſs covers the Earth, and groſs darkue{5 the people 
The poor unawakened ſinuer, how much knowiedge 
ſoever he may have, as to other Things, has no know= -. 
ledge of himſelf: In this reſpect he knowerh nothing, et 
as he ought to know. He knows not that he is a fallen 
Spirit, whoſe only buſineſs in th's preſent world, is ta 
recover from his fall, to regain that image of GG 
wherein he was created. He ices no e for the.one 
Thing needjul, even that inward univerſal Change, that 
Birth from above, (fizur'd out by Baptiſin,) which is 
the beginning of that total Renovation, that Sauctifi- 
cation of Spirit, foul and body, ewithont <uoich no man 
hall fee the Lo d. . 
A 3. Ful 
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. Full of all diſeaſes as he is, he fancies himſelf in is 
periect health: Faſt bound in miſery and iron, he Po 
. dreams that he is happy, and at liberty, He ſays, of 
Peace, Peace, while the Devil, as a /rong man armed, is 
in full poſſeſſion of his foul, He fleeps on ſtill, and am 
takes his reſt, thu? hell is moved from beneath to meet Al 
him; tho' the Pit from whence there is no return, evi 
hath opened its mouth to {waliow him up. A fire is da 
kindled around him, yet he knoweth it not; yea, it ri/ 
| burns him, yet he lays it not to heart, the 
4. By one who fleeps, we are therefore to under- ne 
k ſtand, (and would to God we might all underſtand it!) hi, 
a ſinner ſatisfied in his fins; contented to remain in co 
bis fallen ſtate, to live and die without the image of be, 
God; One who is ignorant both of his dileaſe and of A 
the only Remedy for it: One who never was warned, ar. 
or never regarded the warning voice of God, 'to flee up 
23 from the wrath to come. One that never vet ſaw he 10 
J was in danger of hell-fire, or cried in the Earneſtneſs A 
N ot his Soul, „/ hat miſt I do to be ſaved ? H 
| 5. If this Sleeper be not outwardly vicious, his a: 
2 Sleep is uſually the deepeſt of all: Whether he be of in 
2 the Laodicean Spirit, neither cold nor hot; but a quiet, 
| rational, inoffenfive, good-natured profeſſor of the Re- ſp 
ligion of his Fathers; or whether he be zealous and no 
ö orthodox, and after the ffraiteft Set of our Religion, lives Fe 
4 a Phariſee, that is, according to the ſcriptural account, wi 
1. one that e b:m/elf'; one that labours to Habliſh his by 
own Righteouſneſs, as the Ground ot his Acceptance | po 
4 with God. Aa 
| . 6. This is he, who, having the Form of Godlineſs, N 
1 Acuies the Poaver there; yea, and probably reviles it rit 
*whereſoever it is found, as mere extravagance and 
4 deluſion, Mean-while, the wretched ſelf-deceiver tia 
| thanks God that he 75 rot as other men are; Adultereri, 
Unjuſt, Extortioners: No, he doth no wrong to any 80 
1 man. He all, twice in the Week, uſes all the means ral 
of Grace, is conſtant at Church and Sacrament; yea, We 
and gives Ditbis of all that le hath, does all the good en 
4 that he can: Touch.ng the Righteorſneſs of the Law, he in 
i 8 18 
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is blameleſs: He wants nothing of Godlineſs, but the 
Power; Nothing of Religion, but the Spirit; Nothing 
of Chriſtianity, but the Truth and the Lite, | 
7. But know ye not, that however highly eſteemed 
among men, /uch a Chrifiian as this may be, he is an 
Abomination in the fight of God, and an heir of 
every Woe, which the Son of God yeſterday, To- 
day, and for erer denounces againſt Scribes and Pha- 
riſes, Hypocrites! He hath made clean the outfide of 
the Cup and the Platter, but within is full of all filthi- 
neſs? An evil Diſeaſe cleaveth ſtill znto him; fo that 
his inward parts are very wickedneſi, Our Lord fitly b 


compares him to a painted Seprlchre, which appears 


beautiful | xvichout ; but nevertheleſs is full of .dtad 
Mens bones, and of ail Uncleauncſi, The bones indeed 
are no longer dry; e Sinews and the fleth are come 
upon them, and the Skin covers them above » But there is 
no Breath in them, no Spirit of the Living God”: 
And if any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of 
His. Ye are Chriff's if ſo be that the Spirit of G 
darwell. in you. But if not, God knoweth that ye abide 
in death, even until now. + 

8. This is another Character of the Sleeper here 
ſpoken to. He abides in death, though he knows it 
not. He is dead unto God, dead in Treſpaſs and Sins. + 
For, to be carnally minded, is death. Even as it is 
written, by one man fin entered into the World, and Death 
by fin : And ſo death paſſed upon all men, not only tem- 
poral death, but likewiſe ſpiritual and eternal. In the 
day thou cateſt (ſaid God to Adam) thou ſhalt ſurely die; 
Not bodily, (unleſs as he then became mortal) but ſpi- 
ritually : Thou ſkalt loſe the Life of thy Soul: Thou 
ſhalt die to God, ſhalt be ſeparated from Him thy eſſen - 
tial Lite and Happineſs. | ' 

9. Thus firſt was diſſolved the viral Union of our. 
Soul with God; inſomuch that in the midft of natu- 
ral Life wwe are now in ſpiritual Death. And herein 
we remain, 'till the ſecond Adam becomes a quicks * 
ening Spirit to us, 'till he raiſes the Dead, the Dead 
in Sin, in Pleaſure, Riches, or Honours, But be- 

- . fore 


35 | 
fore any dead Soul can live, he hears (hearkens to) 
the woice of the Son of God; He is made ſenſible of 
his loſt eſtate, and receives the ſentence of Neath in 
bimſelf. He knows himſelf to be dead while he liveth, 
dead to God and all things of God: Having no more 
power to perform the Actions of a living Chriſtian, 

than a dead Body to perform the Functions of a liv- 

ing Man. 

10. And moſt certain it is, that one dead in fin, 
has not Sen/es exerciſed to d;/cern ſpiritual Good and 
Evil: Having Eyes he ſees net; be hath Zar, and 
hears not. He doth not ae and fee the Lord is gra- 
cious. He hath not ſeen God at any Time, nor heard 
his Voice, nor hand'cd the Word of life, In vain is the 
Name of Jeſus, Jie Ointment poured forth, and all his 
Garments ſiucll of Myrrb, Aloes, and Caſſia. The Soul 
8 that fleepeth in death, hath no perception of any 
| Objects of this kind. His Heart is a feeling, and 
underſtandeth nane of theſe things. 

" It» And hence, baving no ſpiritual Senſes, no 
Inlets of ſpiritual Knowledge, the natural Man re- 
ceiveth not the Things of the Spirit of God; Nay 
he is fo fur from receiving them, that whatſoever is 
ſpiritually” diſcerned, is mere fooliſhneſs unto him. 
He is not content with being utterly ignorant of ſpi- 
ritual Things, but he denies the very Exittence of 

them. And ſpiritual ſenſation itſelf, is to him, the 
Foulifhnels of Foliy. Hoxw faith he can theſe things be ? 
How can any man know that he is alive to God? 

Even as you know, that your Body is now alive. 
Faith is the Life of the ſoul; And if ye hare this 
Life abiding in you, ye want no maik to evidence 1t 
to yourſelf, but that e © Trivuas®, that divine 
Conſciouſneſs, that I n,,’ God, which is more and 

greater than ten thouſand human Witneſſes. 


Spirit, that thou art a Child of God. O that he 
might convince thee, thou” poor unawakened Sinner, 
by his demenſtration and power, that thou art a 
Child of the Devil! O chat as I prophecy, there 

| might 


12. If he doth not now bear Wi:neſs with thy 
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might now be a Noi/e and a Shaking, and may the 
Bones come together, Bone to his Bone Then come from 
the four Winds, O Breath, and breathe on theſe Slain that 
they may live! And do not ye harden your hearts, and 
reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, who even now is come to con- 
wince you of fin, becauſe you believe not on the Name of the 
only begotten Son of God. 

II. 1. Wherefore Awake thou that ſlecpeſs, and ariſe 
from the dead. God calleth thee now by my mouth; 
and bids thee know thyſelf, thou fallen ſpirit ; thy 
true State and only Concern below. What meaneft 
thau O Flecper? Ariſe ! Call upon thy God, if jo be thy 
God Twill think upon thee that thou periſh not. A mighty 
Tempeſt is flirred up round about thee, and thou art 
ſinking into the depths of Perdition, the Gulph of 
God's judgments. If thou wouldſt eſcape them, caſt - 
thyſelf into them. Fudge thyſelf, and thou ſtalt not be 
judged of the Lord. 

2. Awake, awake! Stand up this Moment, leſt thou 
drink of the Lord's hand the cup of his fury; Stir up 
thyſelt to lay hold on the Lord, the Lord thy Righteouſneſs 
mighty to ſave! Shake thyſelf from the Daf. At leaſt, 
let the Earthquake of. God's Threatning ſhake thee. 
Awake and cry out with the trembling Goaler. What 
mufe I do to be ſaved? And never reſt, till thou beljieveſt 
on the Lord Jeſus, with a faith which is his Gift by the 
Operation of his Spirit, 

3. If I ſpeak to any one of you more than to ano- 
ther, it is to thee, who thinkeſt thyſelf unconcerned 
in this Exhortation, I have a Meſſage from God unto 
thee, In his name I Warn thee to flee from the wrath 
to come. Thou unholy ſoul, ſee thy Picture in con- 
demned Peter, lying in the dark Dungeon, between 
the Soldiers, bound with two Chains, the Keepers 
before the Door keeping the Priſon. The Night is 
far ſpent, the Morning is at hand, when thou art to 
be brought forth to execution. And in theſe dread- 
ful Circumſtances, thou art. faſt aſleep; thou art faſt 
3 allcep 
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(V7 
aſleep in the Devil's Arms, on the brink of the Pit, 
in the Jaws of everlaſting Deſtruction. 

4. O may the Angel of the Lord come unto thee, and 
the Light ſhine into thy priſon ! And may'ſt thou feel the 
Stroke of an Almighty Hand, raiting thee with, Ari, 
up quickly, gd thyjbif, and bind on thy Sandals, caft thy 
Garment about thee, and follow me. 

5. Awake thou everlaſting Spirit, out of thy dream 
of worldly Happineſs. D:d not God create thee for 
Himſelf? Then thou canſt not reſt, till thou refteſt 
in Him. Return thou Wanderer. Fly back to thy 
Ark. This is not thy home, Think not of building 
Tabernacles here. Thou art but a Stranger, a So- 
Journer upon Earth: A Creature of a day, but juſt 
launching out into an unchangeable ſtare, Make halte, 
Eternity is at hand. Eternity depends ou this moment. 
An Eternity of Happiness, or an Eternity of Miſery! 

6. In what ſtate is thy Soul? Was God while T 

am yet ſpeaking, to require it of thee, Art thou ready 
to meet death and judgment? Can'ſt thou fland in his 
hght, who is of purer gef than to behold Iniquity ? Art 
thou merr to de a partaker of the Inheritance of the Saints 
in Light? Haſt thou fought the good fight, and kept the 
Faith? Halt thou ſecured he one Thing needful ? Haſt 
thou recovered the image of God, even Righteon/ne/s 
and true Holineſs ! Hait thou put off the o/d Man, and put 
on the New? Art thou cloathed upon wwith Chrift ? 
7. Haſt thou Oil in thy Lamp? Grace in thy 
Hart? Doſt thou Lowe the Lord thy God with all 
thy Heart, and wir all iby Mind, and with all thy Soul, 
and aui all thy Strength? Is that mind in thee which 
was alſo in Chrift Jeſus? Art thou a Chriſtian indeed? 
Thar is, a New Creature? Are old Things paſt away and 
all Things became new ? 

8. Art thou Partakry of the Divine Nature ? Knoweft 
thou not, that Chrift is in thee, except thou be reprobate ? 
Knoweſt thou that God dive/lerh in thee, and then in 
(lod, by his Spirit wvhich he hath given thee? Kncweſt thou 
nat, that thy Brody is a Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
th.u haſt of God? Hait thou the Mitneſi in thyſelf ? The 
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Farnefl of thine Inheritance? Art thou fealed 1 that 
Spirit of Promiſe, unto the day of Redemption? Haſt thou 
received the Holy Ghoſt - Or doſt thou ſtart at the 
Queſtion, not knuwing whether there be any Holy 
Ghoſt ? 

9. If it offends thee, be thou affured, that thou 
neither art a Chriſtian nor defireſt to be one. Nay 


thy very Prayer is turued into fin : And thou haſt ſolemn- 


ly mocked God this very day, by praying for the Inſpi- 
ration of the Holy Spirit, when thou didſt not believe, 
there was any ſuch thing to be received. 

10. Yet on the Authority of God's Word, and our 
own Church, 1 muſt repeat the Queſtion, Haf? thou 
received the Holy Ghoſl ? If thou haſt not, thou art not 
yet a Chriſtian: Fur a Chriſtian is a man that is anoint- 
ed with the Holy Ghoſt and with Porver ! Thou art not 
yet made a Partaker of pure religion, and undefiled, 
Doſt thou know what Religion is? That it is a partict- 


T of the divine nature: The Life of God in the 


oul of man: Chriſt formed in the Heart ; Chrift in 
thee, the Hope of Glory: Happineſs and Holineſs : Hea- 
ven begun upon Earth: A Kingdom of God <vithin thees 
not Mrat and Drink; no outward thing; but Righteouſ- 
10%, and Peace and Foy in the Holy Get? An everlaſt- 
ing Kingdom bruuyht into thy foul, a hace of God 
that paſſi th all under/ianding, a Foy unjprakabie, and full 
of Glory ? 

11. Knoweſt thov, that iz Feſus Chrifl, neither Cir- 
cumciſion availeth an) thing, or Uncircumeifion ; but Faith 
that wworketh by Love; but a new Creation? Seeſt thou 
the Neceflity of that Inward Change, that ſpiritual 
Birth, that life from the Dead, that Holineſs ? And 


art thou throughly convinced, that ui it, no may : 


Hall fre the Lord? Art thou labouring after it? Giving 
all Diligence to mate thy calling and eleflion fure ? Mor- 


ing out thy ſalvation with Fear aud Tremiling ? Agonizing - 
to enter in at the flrait Gate; Art thou in cara ah b 


ſoul ? And canft thou tell the Searcher of Hearts, Thou * 
O God art the thing that I long for ? Lord, Thou know= 
eſt all things, Thou knowelt that I would. love hee? 

12. Thou 
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12. Thou hopeſt to he ſaved—but what Reaſon haſt 
thou to give of the hope that is in thee ? Is it becauſe 
thou haſt done no Harm? Or, becauſe thou haſt done 
much Good ? Or, becauſe thou art not like other Men, 
but wiſe, or learned, or honeſt, and morally good ? 
Eſteemed of Men, or of a fair Reputation ? Alas, all 
this will never bring thee to God, Ir is in his account 
lighter than vanity. Dolt thou know Feſus Chriſt, 
whom he hath ſent ? Hath he ta vght thee, that by Grace 
we are ſaved, bro“ Faith; and that, not of ourſelves; it 
is the Gift of Cod: not of Works, lift any man. juould 
boaſt ? Hail thou received the faithful ſaying, as the 
whole Foundation ot thy hope, that Feſus Chrift came 
into the qaworld to Jave ſinners? Haſt thou learnt what 
that meaneth, I came no to call the Righteous, but Sinners 
to Repentance ? I am not ſent but to the loft Sheep ? Art 
thou (he that heareth, let him underiiand!) loſt, dead? 
4 alrrady —Doſt thou know thy deſeris! ? Dot 
thou feel thy Wants? Art thou poor in Spirit? Mourn- 
ing for God, and refuling to be comforted? Is the 
Prodigal come to himjelf, and well content to be there- 
fore though! bed: himjelf, by thoſe who are ſtill feeding 
upon the hutks wh ch he had left? Art thou willing to 
live godly in Chriſt Feſus ? And doſt thou therefore jufer 
perſecution ? Do Men 2 ty all manner of evil againſt thee 
faljely for the Sou of man's Sake 7 
13. O that in all theſe queſtions ye may hear the 
Voice that wakes the Dead, and feel that Hammer of 
the Word, Which * the Rock in pieces VI. Ve 
evill hear his Foice, To-day, while it is cal To-dar, 
harden not your Hearts. Now azvake thou that leepcſ? 
in ſpiritual death, that thou fleep not in Death Eter- 
nal! Feel thy loit Eſtate, and art from the Dead. 
Leave thine old companions in Sin and Death. Follow 
thou Jeſus, and % the dead bury their dead. Save A 


Jom this untowward Generation, Come out from among them, 

and be thou je eparate, and touc h not the unclean Thing, and 

the Lord jhail receive then, Chrift ſhall prive thee Li be. 
III. 1. This Promiſe I come laſtly to explain,— 


And how n a Conſideration is this, That 
| whoto- 


\ 
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whoſoever thidu art who obeyeſt bis Call, thou eaùſt 
not ſeek his face in vain! If thou even now awateft, 
aud ariſeſi from- the dad. He hath bound - himielf 
to give- thee Light. The Lord ſhall give thee Grace 
and Glory: The Light of bis Grace here, and the 
Light of his Glory, when thou receiveſt the Crows 
that fadeth not away. Thy Light all break forth as 
the Morning, and thy Darkneſi be as the Noon-daye 
God who commandeth the Light to ſhine out of darkneſs 
ſhall fine in thy beart, to give thee the roy = t 
Glory of God in the Face of Feſus Chriff, On them that 


fear the Lord, fhall the Sun of righteouſneſs ariſe, wwith 


healing in his wings. And in that day it ſhall be ſaid unto 
thee, ariſe, ſhine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lord is riſen, upon thee: For Chriſt hall reveal himſelf 
in thee. And he is the true Light. 

2. God is the Light, and will give himſelf to every 
awakened Sinner that waiteth for him: And thou ſhalt 
then be a temple of the living God and Chriſt ſhall 
diuell in thy heart by faith : And being rooted and grounded 
in Love, thou ſhalt be able to compre qwith all ſaints, 
qawhat is the Breadih, and Length, and Heighth of that 
Love of Chrift which paſſeth 25 that thou mayft 
be filled with all the Fulneſs of God. | 


| * ſee your Calling, Brethren. We are called : 
to 


an habitation of God through his Spirit: And thre 


his Spirit dwelling in us, to be Sgints here, and partakets 


of the Inheritance of the Saints in light. So exceeding great 
are the promiſes which are given to us, actually given un- 
to us who believe. For by faith ewe receive not the ſpirit 
of the World, but the Spirit which is of God, the Sum of 


all the promiſes, that we may know the things that ate 4 


Freely given to us of God, 

4+ The Spirit of Chriſt is that great gift of God, 
which at ſundry Times, and in divers Manners He 
bath promiſed to Man, and hath fully beſtowed inge 
the time that Chriſt was glorified. Thole prozyiſes 
before made to the Fathers, he hath thus fulfilled 3 
4 will put my ſpirit within you, and chuſe you to walk in 


ny 


a 


my flatutes*. I will pour Water upon him that is thirſty, 
and Floods upon tbe dry ground: I will pour my Spirit upon 
thy feed, and my Blaſings upon thine Offipringt. 

55 Ye may all be living Witneſſes of theſe Things: 
Of Remiſſion of Sins, and the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 
If thou canſt believe, all things are poſſible to him that be. 
lieweth, Who among you is there that feareth the Lord, 
and yet walketh in darkneſs, and hath -no Light? I aſk 


thee in the name of Jeſus, Believeſt thou that his Arm 


zs not ſhortened at all? That he is ſtill mighty to ſave? 
That he is the ſame Yeſterday, To-day, and fore wer? That 
he hath zow Power on Earth to forgive Sins? Son, be o 
good cheer, thy fins are forgiven. God for Chriſt's fake 
' hath forgiven thee, Receive this, not as the word of 
man, but as it is, inderd the Word of God; and thou art 
juſtified freely thro* Faith, Thou ſhalt be ſanctified alſo 
thro' Faith which is in Jeſus, and ſhall ſet thy ſeal, even 
thine, that God hath given unto us eternal Life, and 
this Life in his Son. 

6. Men and Brethren, let me freely ſpeak unto you; 
and /uffer ye the Word of Exbortation, even from one the 
leaſt eſteemed in the Church. Your Conſcience bear- 
eth mg witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that theſe things 
are ſo, if /o be ye have taſted that the Lord is gracious, 
. This is eternal life, to know the only true God and Feſus 
Chrift whom he hath ſent, This is experimental Know- 
ledge, and this alone is true Chriſtianity. He is a 
Chriſtian who hath received the Spirit of Chriſt, He 
is not a Chriſtian, who hath not received Him. Nei- 
ther is it poſſible to have received Him, and not know 
it, For + at that day (when he cometh, faith our 
Lord) ye ſhall know, that I am in my Father, and you in 
Me, and I in you. This is that Spirit of Truth, <whon 
the Morld cannot receive, becauſe it ſeeth: Him not, neither 
knoweth Him. But ye know Him: f. r he devells wvith you, 
and ſhall be in you. 

7. The World cannot receive him, but utterly re- 
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jecteth the Promiſe of the Father, contradicting and 
blaſpheming. But cvery Spirit which confeſſeth not 
this, is not of God. Yea, his is that Spirit of Anti- 
chriſt, whereof ye have heard, that it ſhould come into 
the World, and even now it is in the World, He is Anti- 
chriſt, whoſoever denies the Inſpiration of the Holy 
Ghoſt, or that the indwelling Spirit of God is the com- 
mon privilege of all believers, the Bleflings of the Goſ- 
pel, the unſpeakable Gitt, the uviverſal Promiſe, the 
Criterion of. a real Chriſtian, 
8. It nothing helps them to ſay, We do not deny 
& the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, but only this [nfprra= 
4% jon, this receiving the Holy Ghoſt, and being ſenfible 
&« of it. It is only this feeling of the Spirit, this being 
& moved by the Spirit, or filled with it, which we deny 
& to have any place in ſound Religion.” But in only 
denying this, you deny the whole Scriptures, the whole 
Truth, and Promiſe, and Teſtimony of God. | 
Our own excellent Church knows nothing of 
this deviliſh Diſtinction; but ſpeaks plainly of “ feel- 
ing the Spirit of Chriſt; ot being ; moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and knowing and 8 feeling there is no other name 
than that of Feſus, whereby we can receive any Salva» 
tion. She teaches us alſo to pray for the || /n/þiration 
of the Holy Spirit: yea, that we may be + filled with the 
Holy Ghoft. Nay, and every Preſbyter of her's, pro- 
feſſes to receive the Holy Ghoſt, by the Impoſition of binds. 
Therefore to deny any of theſe, is, in effect, to renaunte 
the Church of Exglaud, as well as the whole Chriſtian 
Revelation. 7 
10. But the * u of God was always PFooliſhneſs 
awith Men. No marvel then that the great myſtery. 
of the Goſpel ſhould be now alſo hid from the Wiſe and 
Prudent, as well as in the days of old ; that ir ſhould 
be almoſt univerſally denied, ridiculed,” and exploded 
, as 
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tation of the Sick, || Collect before the Holy Communion.. 
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as mere Frenzy: And all who dare avow it, ſtill brand. 
ed with the names of Madmen and Enthufiaſts. This 
is that falling away which was to come : The general 
Apoſtacy, of all Orders and Degrees of Men, which 
we even now find to have overſpread the Earth, Ran 
to and fro in the Streets of Jeruſalem, and ſee if you can 
find a Man; A Man that loveth the Lord his God 
with all his Heart, and ſerveth him with all his 
Strength. How does our own Land mourn (if we 
look no farther) under the Overflowings of Ungodli- 
neſs? What Villanies of every kind are committed 
Day by Day? Vea, too often with Impunity, by thofe 
who fin with an high hand, and glory in their Shame ? 
Who can reckon up the Oaths, Curſes, P'rofaneneſs, 
Blaſphemies; the Lying, the Slandering, Evil-ſpeak- 
ing, the Sabbath-breaking, Glutrony, Prunkenneſs, Re- 
venge ; the Whoredoms, Adulteries, and various Un- 
cleanneſs; the Frauds, Injuſtice, Opprethon, Extor- 
tion, which overſpread our Land as a Flocd ? 

11. And even among thoſe who have kept them- 
ſelves pure from thoſe grofſer abominations, how 
much Anger and Pride, and how much Sloth and 
Idleneſs, how much Sottneſs and Eff. minacy, how 
much Luxury and Selt-indulgence, how much Co- 
vetouſneſs and Ambition, how much Thirſt of Praiſe, 
how much Love of the World, how much Fear of 
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Mean while, how little of true 


Religion? For where is he that loveth either God or 
his Neighbour, as He hath given us Commandment ? 
On the one hand are thoſe, who have nor ſo much as 
the Form of Godlineſs: On the other, thoſe who hare 
the Form only: There ſtands the oper, there the 
painted Sepulchre. So that in very deed, whoſoever 
were earneſtly to behold any public gathering together 
of the people, (I fear thoſe in our churches are not to 
be excepted) might eaſily perceive, that the one Part 
evere Sadduceces, and the other Phariſces; the one having 
almoſt as little Concern about Religion, as if there was 
no Reſurreftion, neither Angel, nor Spirit: And the 
other making it a mere liteleſs ſorm, a dull round of 
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ve ral external performances, without either true Faith, or 
hich the Love of God, or Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 


Run 12. Would to God I could except us of this place. 
I Brethren my heart's deſire and prayer to God for Oy 
God is, that ye may be ſaved from this overflowin n- 
his odlineſs, and that here may its proud waves be ſtay'd ! 
| We Bur is it ſo indeed ? God knoweth, yea, and our own 
dlt- conſcience, it is not, We have not kept ourſelves pure. 
tel Corrupt are we alſo, and abominable ; and few are 
hoſe there that underſtand any more, few that worſhip God 
ne ? in ſpirit and in truth. We too are 4 Generation that ſit 
eſs, not our hearts aright, and whoſe ſpirit cleaveth not fledfaſily 
ak- unto God. He hath appointed us indeed, to be the Sale 
Re- of the Earth: But if the Salt hath loft its Savour, it 18 
In- thenceforth good for nothing, but to be caſt out, and to be 
ow trodden under foot of Men, | 
13. And ſhall I not wifi for th;ſe things, ſaith the 
op Lord, fhall not my ſout be avenged on ſuch a Nation as 
o this? Yea we know not how foon he may ſay to the 
nd Sword, Sword go through the Land ! He hath given us 
wy a long ſpace to repent. He lets us alone this year alſo, 
W But he warns and awakens us by thunder. His judge- 
(e, ments are abroad in the Earth. And we have all rea- 
of ſon to expect that heavieſt of all, even that he h * 
ue come unto us quickly, and remove our candlefiick out df #ts  - © 
of place, except we repent and do the 2 Works; une we 
t? return to the Principles of the Reformation, the truth 
= and fimplicity of the Goſpel. Perhaps we are now 
* refiſting the laſt effort of divine Grace to ſave us. 
he Perhaps we have well nigh filled the meaſure of our ini- 
nf quities, by rejeting the Council of God againſt-our- 
* ' ſelves, and caſting out his Meſſengers, ; 
© 14. O God, in the midi of wrath remember mercy ! 
* Be glorified in our reformation, not in our Deſtruction! 
8 Let as hear the rod, and him that appointed it. Now that 
1 thy Fudgments are abroad in the earth, let the Inhabitants 
* of the world learn Righteouſneſs. 275 
f 15. My Brethren, it is high time for us to awake 23 
al out of ſieep, before the"great trumpet of the Lord be lw 


and our Land becomes a Field of blood, O may 
£ | ſpeedily i 7 


2 

* 3 

= 4 
N 3 

A | - . 

- ” 

o * 


- — 


8 CY * 
Oz 


n 1 
Tpeedily ſee the things that make for our peace, before 
they are hid from our eyes ! Turm thou ns, O good Lom 
und let thine anger teaſe from us. O Lord, look down 
Jrom htaven, behold aud biſt this wine; and cauſe us to 
ow the time of our viſitation. Help us, O God of our 
Salvation; for the glory of thy Name: O deliver us, and © 
be mereifet to our fins, for thy Names ſake : And fo gui, 
8 ve not, g Ae from Thee, O les i live a wr Foal tail 
Re * thy name. Turn us again, O God of hots, rr 
the Light of thy Countenance, and wwe Mall be whole, 'Y, 
©. Now wnto bim that is able to do excetditiy abundantly - 
Yah above all that we can aft or think, according to the potber 
- that wworketh in us; unto him be glory in the churth By 
Chrift Feſus, throughout all ages, World without End. 


Amen. 
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